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PARKLAND, FLA. 


17 SLAIN AT 
HIGH SCHOOL 


Parents wait for news after reports of a shooting at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School in Parkland, Florida, on Wednesday. 


Joel Auerbach, Associated Press 
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Expelled student taken into custody as shooter, 
after deadly fusillade sends youngsters fleeing 


Terry Spencer and Kelli Kennedy Associated Press 


A former student opened fire at a Florida high school 
Wednesday as classes were being dismissed, killing at least 
17 people, authorities said, and sending scores of students 
runninginto the streets to escape the bullets. 

Frantic parents rushed to Marjory Stoneman Douglas 
High School, where SWAT team members and ambulances 
had surrounded the campus. Live footage showed emer- 
gency workers who appeared to be treating the wounded on 
sidewalks. 

“It is a horrific situation,” Superintendent Robert Runcie 
said. “It is a horrible day for us.” 

The 19-year-old suspect was taken into custody without 
incident about an hour after he left the school, authorities 
said. 

Broward County Sheriff Scott Israel said the suspect, who 
was previously expelled for disciplinary reasons, had at least 
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one rifle and multiple magazines. 

Most of the fatalities were inside the building, though 
some were found fatally shot outside, the sheriff said. 

The gunman was identified as Nicolas Cruz by a U.S. offi- 
cial briefed on the investigation. The official spoke on condi- 
tion of anonymity because he was not authorized to discuss 
the information publicly. 

The day started normally at the school, which had a 
morning fire drill, and students were in class around 2:30 
p.m. when another alarm sounded. 

Noah Parness, a 17-year-old junior, said he and the other 
students calmly went outside to their fire-drill areas when he 
suddenly heard popping sounds. 

“We saw a bunch of teachers running down the stairway, 
and then everybody shifted and broke into a sprint,” Parness 
said. “I hopped a fence.” 

Beth Feingold said her daughter, Brittani, sent a text at 
SEE SHOOTING, 8 
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WASHINGTON 


Watch dog 
calls out 
VA chief 
on travel 


David Shulkin, ex-chief at 
Morristown Medical Center, 
accused of ethics violations 


Jonathan D. Salant For The Star-Ledger 


Veterans Affairs Secretary David 
Shulkin, former president of Morristown 
Medical Center, became the latest Trump 
administration official to face scrutiny over 
his taxpayer-financed travel when a gov- 
ernment watchdog Wednesday questioned 
a $122,334 trip to Europe last July. 

Shulkin improperly accepted tickets 
to Wimbledon, misrepresentations were 
made to allow his wife to travel at taxpayer 
expense, and much of the trip was taken up 
with sightseeing rather than government 
business, according to the report by the 
Veterans Affairs Department’s inspector 
general, Michael Missal. 

“The investigation revealed serious der- 
elictions by VA personnel concerning the 
Europe trip,” the report said. 

In addition, documentation was “inade- 
quate to assess the accuracy and appropri- 
ateness of the trip costs.” 

The inspector general recommended 
SEE SHULKIN, 10 


JERSEY CITY 


New assessments 
a Shock to some, 
a relief to others 


Terrence T. McDonald The Jersey Journal 


One property owner’s taxes may more 
than double, while the assessment of a 
brownstone could rise from $175,000 to 
over $3 million. Meanwhile, tax bills for 
other municipal residents might be cut by 
more than half. 

New assessments released through- 
out Jersey City as part of the long-delayed 
property revaluation are exposing anew 
divisions between Downtown residents 
and those who live in the city’s less affluent 
neighborhoods. 

The new assessments are still only pro- 
posed — homeowners can appeal them — 
and the tax increases are tentative until the 
city, Hudson County and the school district 
SEE TAXES, 12 


WOMEN’S SKIING 


In near-perfect display, Politi: World’s best 
White proves his legend has Garden State roots 


Shaun White’s thrilling halfpipe 


USA men’s hockey team 

tripped up in overtime © 
Mikaela Shiffrin, a skier expected to win at 
least two gold medals for Team USA, is a 


Jersey girl ... by way of Colorado. It’s a long 
story, but a good one. Page 39 
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See our fresh selection of NEW hardwood 


The U.S. blows a two-goal lead, allowing the 
tying tally with just 1:37 left in regulation, S performance — which earned “The Flying 
and loses 3-2 to Slovenia Wednesday in the ae Tomato” his third gold medal — will have 
Olympic opener for both teams. Page 37 - QRP == people talking for a long time. Page 38 
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SPRING SALE 


Ends Feb 20! e lumberliquidators.com FLOORTRENDS | SPRING 2018 


and wood-look floors in the latest trends, 
including EXCLUSIVE STYLES, all at 


unbeatable prices! 


While supplies last. Product prices & availability are subject to change. See store for details. 


55+ varieties from 220+ varieties from 


gB 1 Months Promotional 
Prefinished Bamboo Prefinished Hardwooa KOSZA AETS Financing Available* 


80+ *On Purchases of $2,000 or more made with your Lumber 
19 g 1 i 9 S 1 070) idee to | Liquidators credit card from February 7-20, 2018. Subject 
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to credit approval. Minimum monthly payments required. 
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EO Wood-Look 
Waterproof 
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55+ varieties from 


Laminate Flooring 
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